o et

Norch Aisle '

s

_ o
The Doorway Which Goes To Nownere - A visit o . ;
Originaily this doorway would nave led, via a flight of steps. o a rood AZ l Sa Z 74 tS Ch urch
screen. This would have enabled the prissts to "parade” across it in fuil > Tt ‘ ,
view of the congregation during the service as part of the cerermoniai Mazdswne Kent
aspect.

In 1385 Archbisho ) @
Courtney obtainczf \ne -oteae
permission to convert :
the former church of The master of the college |,

Flags St Mary's Maidstone had his own house (now

into a coflegiate The Kert Music Scheof).
, ' ‘ church for 24 priests. »

Maidstone was home to the army, The Royal West Kent The new church is Who was the first master

Regiment. Their ‘coloure’ (flags of battic) were {aid up-in dedicated to All of the colleae?

the church as a memorial - and for safe keeping. Many of Saints. i J_H_ W__ T_ N

them have since been removed to a special chapet in the Who was the -

Maidstane Museum. Archbishop who built The 24 priests lived in the coilege buildings where they
All Sairnts? ' would ezt and sieeo. ’

The Astley Memoriais

. b~ . e CL ., ~
L Ea See the tall Tudor chimneys on the church side of the

The Astieys were a prominent family in Maidstone and once owned the Archbishop's Patace. next o

the church. The black marvie tavle and the larae memortais on the wail by the window carry their coat /
of arms, Sir Jacob Astiey comméndcd the Roy..al:ist Infantry at z_hs batties of Edqchjii‘and at e | T Coleie 1 . | The Trrasurer's Tower
Naseby, The smailer of tThe male figures on the big Astley memorial was the cousin of Anne Boleyn — { ¢ Lailege Gateway || |
and was mads Master of The Jewel House To Elizabeth 1. m . N
e =% This was once the ) . .
Z | meltemmmd ain route o the This part of the coliege
Fl = once neld ail the cnurch

church from the south.
Why is there a smail

i arch built into the
north side of this

t > — -
- T TP
The Churciyard { -; 3.1 3 valuables.

The Tomb of William Shioiey 1715 - 1803

e ———_—

gt "’1 .. . ‘William Shipley was the founder of the Rovai Society of Arts
o } m: ‘r— anad is buried in All Saints churchyard. His tcomb can be

. . seen in The northwest comer by the north porch.

Beiow this tower there ance used to be a ferry rowing
boat across the river to the ‘Lock Meadow on the
Alms (cheap wine and bread) were given to | further side. This area was once The deer park

the poor, under the archway, on the right beionging To the Archbisihop.

hana side, from a doorway, the Almery.

(i

TheStatugor St Mary - o 4 ”
T ‘ 3 g - é N\ Pl )
In a niche in thenorth east corner of the outside wall of The church ; . . e E—————
is this statue of the Yirgin Mary. It repiaces the one recalling the The Tower ‘
e ——r—————]

name of the ariginal church an this site.

All Saints church once had a spire
which added a further 90 feet (27
metres) to the height of the
tower.

The Archbishop's Doorway

Qvposite the great west door o All Saints church is a smail ?n thcpsc{:ut‘h wall of The vestry is this
doorway - now blocked in - which was used by Archbishop OrT? OT ClOCK. :

Courtney to enter the church from his paiace, which is next % . , R ,
the church behind the church wail. What is this type of clack callea?

When did it los= its spire?
1405,1693 173051&94-

What was the reason for this?
Look in the tower porch to find out
the answer

How does it work?
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The Churcn . -

The stonemasons who built the church of All Saints left their individual marks on the blocks of
stone that they shaped. See if you can find the following marks.

s X= Ty

Make a note of where exactly you saw them.
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The South Aisle

Look for these holes on either side
of the tower door. One is deeper
than the other.

What are they for and why is one

Lo | deeper than the other?

| 7%
A

| Along the walls of the church is a stone ledge.
The church did not have seats in the Middle
Ages when services were a ot longer. The weak
or sick people sat on these ledges during the
service.

Hence the saying "The weakest go to the wall"

| This scene from the stained glass window at the
west end of the aisle tells a weill known story. What
is the story?

Another window on the south wall teils a well known
Bible Story cailed a parable.
What is a parable?

The Washington Memoriai |

Lawrence Washington lived in a house not #ar
from the church. Look caretully at the coat of
arms at the top of the memorial.

Which country has stars and stripes on its
flag?

What is the story about?

\— _/
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The Nave ‘ ’

The nave is the main part of the church. The word comes from the latin ‘navis’ meaning ship. It is
interesting to note our word ‘navy’ comes from the same source. -

The Puipit

During the service one of the clergy will give a
taik to the people. .
What is this part of the service cailed?

Why do you think the pulpit is raised above the
levet of the floor?

The Lectern

Also, at times, passages from the bible are read out.
What is this part of the service cailed?

Betore printing was invented all books were hand written T
and iilustrated by monks or priests. Books were therefore

rare and for this reason the Bible was often chained to the

lectem to prevent it from being stolen.

The Corporation Pews

Because All Saints is the ‘civic’ church of Maidstone -
the mayor and councillors have their own pews.

Have a look at the Mayor of Maidstone's seat, find
the coat of arms.

The Font

The fors. with its bowi, hoids the water used at baptism
when new members are welcomed into the church. Young
children nave godparents to neip them live their christian
lives.

All Saints font is Jacobean - its predecessor is now in
another church. Look for the marxs where a lid once fittea.
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Chancel

Misericords - (Mergy Seats)

Look carefully at these 14th century seats. They
allowed the priest torest on theledge of the tip-up par
duringlong services, giving the appearance of standing

up.
r\fotc howthearm rests haveworn smooth overthe

years.
Look arﬁcuiaﬁyforthis seat (illustrated onthe
rightg. : '
Who doyouthink this manwas?
What has hegotinhis hands?
Wall Paintings

>

Thetwo roundels onthe left appearon thewalls of the chancel. Look onthe
walls above the choir stalls. They arenot as old as the churchitselfbeing

Jjustoveronehundred and fortyyears of age. They were painted in Victorian
times.

Namethe saints youcan see.

Memoriai To Archbishop Courtney _

This large stone siab - now setinto thefloor between the choirstalls was once mounted about ametre
high but was lowerzd to floor levelin Yictorian times when an unknown skeleton was discovered inside.

Archbishop Courtney was probably buried in Canterbury Cathedral.
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‘ The single most expensive item in the church is situated in the
The Organ south chancel aisle. .

Music has alwaye played an important part in christian
worship. Monks would accompany their litanies with
singing - called ‘'Plainsong’. In medieval times a smail

of musicians - playing such things as flutes and
stringed instruments - would make their music from a
smait gattery, usuatly at the back of the church.

Smalt organs were invoived from a very early time.

o

In the course of time people were replaced by an
improved mechanism capable of copying sound
made by the musicians. -

An organ consistsa of keyboards - as in a piano- , ,
but linked to pipes of varying lengths and
supplied by wind to make them sound.

Criginally the bellows which supplied the air were
pumped by hand. Today thewind is supplied by

an electric nmotor turming a big fan (similar to a Tx
large hairdryer).
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Alt Saints Craan Console

Qack at the stops on the console and see haw
1any different instruments you can find then
omplete the word search,

he spelling can be up, down, sideways, diagonaily
r even back to front!
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ST Thomaé Beckett Chavel
Wotton's Tomb

The South Chancel Alsie

JohnWottonwas thefirst master of the coilege of
priests.

Look at the medieval painting onthebackwall. it
shows Wotton being presented to TheVirgin Mary. He
is kneeling and an anget iswith him.

Lookforthe sword slasheswhere an attemptwas
made to destroy the painting.

Who isthe saint with awheei?

The memorial shows a pictorial history of a local Maidstone
family.

Look at the children: How are their clothes different fromyours?

On the memorial the boys have theirnames engraved - the girls
do not! Why doyou think this is?

Find the skuil onthe memorial, whyis it there?

By the priests door, in the south chancei aisle, is aniche set into:thewail. Originally it
would have held holywater in a2 small bowl. .

'e other, similar, niches by the south sideof altars are

liled 'piscinas’ and arewhere the priests used torinse

t the communionvessels - the chalice and the patten
e pictures. Which is which?

1atis the chalice used forin the Communion Service?

\atis the pattenused forin theCommunion Service?
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. The Altar
The Sanctuary

thechurch. [tlocoks like atable- and even has a

i : ‘ ;
i <L The altarstands onthe highest ground floor levelin
; clothdraped overit.

What, in the Bible, does this remind us of?

The Sedilia

These stone seats arewherethe priests celebrating the

service sit. They are always situated on the south side. In All
Saints there arefourof them (normaily there are onty th ree)
andthey are onthe samelevel (usually they are stepped up).

Under one of the seat cushions, cut into the stoneis a game
called"Nine Mens Morris" or"Ovids Game".Find it!

9

Look at the shields above the seats. Choose one and copythe
design, who does it represent?

There are 4 shields

\ /
\

AN %
N

Thereis a Bishop of Maidstone but heis not resident at All Saints
church. When he does comefor services this is where he sits.

The Bishop's Throne

Seeifyou canfind the unusuai little animaiwhich is carved on the
arms of this seat.
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